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Protestant  Christianity'' s Newest  Mission  Field 


Gateway  to  Bhadgaon,  ancient  city-state  of  Nepal,  where  the 
United  Medical  Mission  began  its  first  regular  work  on  January  7, 
1954,  with  twenty  patients. 
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A New  Field  Opens 

Nepal  is  a Hindu  kingdom  in  the  central  Himalayas. 
Five  hundred  miles  long  and  120  miles  wide,  it  totals 

54.000  square  miles  and  has  an  estimated  population 
of  about  9,000,000.  Over  forty  peaks  more  than 

20.000  feet  in  height  are  crowded  into  this  small  area. 
Dr.  Robert  L.  Fleming  went  to  West  Nepal  in  the 

winter  of  1949-50  on  an  ornithological  expedition  for 
the  Chicago  Museum  of  Natural  History.  Dr.  Carl 
Taylor,  medical  member  of  the  expedition,  performed 
57  operations  on  Nepalese  patients  on  this  trip. 

Two  years  later  Dr.  Fleming  returned  accompanied 
by  his  wife.  Dr.  Bethel  H.  Fleming,  and  Dr.  Carl 
W.  Friedricks.  A dispensary  was  set  up  in  Tansing, 
and  1500  patients  were  treated  in  six  weeks.  The 


people  of  Tansing  begged  for  the  establishment  of 
a hospital. 

In  January,  1953,  Dr.  Fleming  and  his  family  went 
to  Kathmandu  and  met  the  ministers  of  the  Nepalese 
government  who  made  a formal  request  for  a perma- 
nent medical  mission.  The  mission  was  established  on 
January  7,  1954,  when  Dr.  Bethel  Fleming  opened 
the  dispensary  in  Bhadgaon.  From  the  beginning  the 
United  Medical  Mission  has  been  interdenominational 
and  international. 

Dr.  Fleming  and  his  family  are  Methodists.  Dr. 
Mary  H.  Maclachlan  is  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 
Dr.  Carl  W.  Friedricks  and  his  family  are  Presby- 
terians. Work  has  now  been  started  in  four  centers, 
three  in  the  valley  of  Kathmandu  and  one  in 
West  Nepal. 


Dr.  Fleming’s  North  Nepalese  guide  facing 
Mt.  Dhaulagiri  (25,890  ft.,  as  yet  unclimbed). 
Here  they  found  rare  Tibetan  birds  for  the 
Field  Museum  of  Chicago  — and  pioneered 
the  medical  mission. 


A Nepalese  farm  home  in  the  shadow  of 
Macharpuchar  (“the  Fish’s  Tail”)  of  the 
Annapurna  range. 


Bhadgaon 


The  only  five-tiered  Hindu  Temple  in 
Nepal  is  here  in  Bhadgaon  three  minutes 
from  the  mission  dispensary. 


Receiving  patients  at  the  mission  dispensary 
requires  the  usual  paper  work. 
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Kathmandu 


The  government  has  built  this  hospital  in 
Kathmandu.  Here  Dr.  Bethel  Fleming  and 
other  members  of  the  medical  mission  have 
done  some  of  their  best  work. 


Missionary  personnel  treating  patient  at  the 
Kathmandu  hospital. 


The  Gokarna  dispensary  north  of  Kath- 
mandu on  the  road  to  Tibet.  Here  the 
toAvnspeople  built  a half  mile  road  over 
impassable  terrain  in  two  weeks  for  the 
missionaries’  jeep.  Dr.  Mary  H.  Maclachlan 
(Scot),  Nurse  Canara  (Indian)  and  Nurse 
Lepcha  (Nepalese)  are  at  left  of  jeep. 


Tansing 


Dispensary  set  up  on  second  expedition  at 
Tansing,  now  being  opened  as  a medical 
center,  Dr.  Carl  W.  Friedricks  in  charge. 
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Main  public  bazaar  in  the  town  square  at 
Tansing,  capital  of  West  Nepal. 


Personnel  of  United  Medical  Mission  to  Nepal 


Dr.  Robert  L.  Fleming  and  specimens,  on 
his  first  expedition,  1950. 


Dr.  Bethel  H.  Fleming  and  Nepalese 
assistants  on  steps  of  temporary  Tansing 
dispensary,  1952. 


The  first  picnic  of  the  mission  staff,  Jan- 
uary, 1954. 


Dr.  Carl  W.  Friedricks,  who  opened  per- 
manent Tansing  dispensary  in  August,  1954. 


Nepal  Needs 

• Mobile  Health  Unit  for  Kathmandu  Valley 

• Picker  X-ray  field  unit  for  Tansing 

• A microscope  and  laboratory  equipment  for  Kath- 
mandu and  Tansing 

• Furniture  and  equipment  for  staff  quarters  and 
health  centers 


• Alterations  in  the  Kathmandu  hospital  building 

• Hospital  linens 

• Medical  books  and  magazines 

Recurring  needs: 

• Salaries  for  non-missionary  personnel 

• Medicines 

• Transportation  expenses 


Send  gifts  to  Treasurer,  Division  of  World  Missions 
BOARD  OF  MISSIONS  OF  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
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